
Nantucket School Committee Meeting 
March 3, 2009 

 
Present:  Dr. Timothy Lepore, Mrs. Susan Genthner, Mrs. Robin Harvey, Mrs. Jane 
Miller, Dr. Robert Pellicone and student representative Matt Cobb.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM. 
 
Dr. Lepore moved to approve the agenda.  Mrs. Harvey seconded.  So vote. 
 
Presentations and discussions: 
 
Recognition of Staff and Students:  Jill Surprenant was recognized for organizing a trip to 
Spain for her students.  She highlighted the activities the students would participate in. 
 
Updates:  Karen McGonigle gave an overview of the Kurzweil program, a program for 
students who have difficulty reading on their own.  Textbooks for students are able to be 
downloaded. Shelly Brannigan and Seth Kearns reported on their use of this technology 
program for reading in the classroom.  Linda Ferrantella reported on facilitating and 
implementing the program and conducting professional development. 
 
John Buckey reported on the 2009-2010 NHS Program of Studies which had some 
changes from previous years.  Students will have open enrollment, letter grades will be 
used instead of numerical for reporting progress, and course levels will be named.  A 
community service requirement for the class of 2013 has been added and a number of ½ 
credit courses and a number of full credit courses have been added.  The guidance 
department will meet with each student to complete course selections.  Mrs. Miller 
moved to approve the 2009-2010 Program of Studies.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  The 
Committee would like to hear any feedback on the changes.  So voted. 
 
John Miller and staff reported on their visit to the Mason-Rice School in Newton on 
January 16.  Their comments included that the school was less diverse, less population of 
ELL population and special education students, there is a lot of student-directed learning, 
respect and unity as a staff, and there are clearly written units within the curriculum.  The 
staff found that consistency and collaboration was the key. 
 
Dr. Lepore left the meeting was 7:15 PM. 
 
Comments from the public:  Comments included the steps the elementary school was 
taking to improve and concern with the state of education next year  
 
Mrs. Miller moved to approve the invoices and transfers.  Mrs. Harvey seconded.  So 
voted. 
 
Superintendent’s Report:   Overview of FY 2010 Budget:  At the last meeting the 
superintendent recommended not putting forward a request for an override budget and to 



present a balanced budget.   In a most recent update $4.1 million was the adjusted amount 
for the deficit.   Our portion of the deficit was $570,000.   If there was resolution with 
landfill and health care topics in favor of the town, the deficit could fall from $570,000 to 
approximately $330,000.   As the amount was still under discussion, Mr. Field asked that 
the Committee defer their vote until an amount was known.  If the Board of Selectmen 
address the general deficit and the school’s portion was $330,000, the district could close 
the remaining gap from additional funds from the town, IDEA, grants and user’s fees. 
 
A tentative meeting was scheduled for March 12 at 6:00 PM for the possibility that the 
FinCom would have a firm number for the warrant by then. 
 
Assistant Superintendent’s Report: 
 
Guidance Program Review & Evaluation:  Dr. Colley has contacted some firms that have 
done studies.  He is setting up a date for them to come down to meet.  He will come back 
with a proposal. 
 
Safe School/ Health Students Grant:   Mrs.  Proch found a substantial grant for $3 million 
over three years.  Many groups are collecting data.  As it was a four-year grant Dr. Colley 
recommended spending the next year to put together a solid proposal and submit it next 
year. 
 
NES Social Studies:  Dr. Colley gave the Committee information on social studies 
curriculum and its scope and sequence at the elementary school.  The next step is to meet 
with the middle and high schools to possibly tweak the curriculum K-12.   
 
Sub-committee reports:  the superintendent will meet with his ad hoc budget committee 
next week.   
  
Mrs. Garneau moved to approve the minutes of January 13 and January 22, 2009.  Mrs. 
Miller seconded.  So voted. 
 
Next meeting date:  March 12, 2009 (tentative) and March 17, 2009 at 5:00 PM.   
 
Mrs. Miller moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 PM.  Mrs. Harvey seconded.  So voted. 
 


